
THE ERUPTION OF NYIRAGONGO VOLCANO IN GOMA CITY / NORTH KIVU 

PROVINCE, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

 

 CURRENT SITUATION REPORT  

On Saturday 23rd May 2021 around 6:30 pm DRC- Goma occurred an expected volcanic 

eruption which caused damages in most parts of the city and neighborhood of Nyiragongo and 

Virunga mountain range as most of the people and organizations responsible were unaware of 

this. 

 

  

  
 The above photos show how the sky was red because of the flames and reflection of the 

eruption. This was around 7pm when it had started erupting.  

According news”CNN” The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said Sunday that the 
children were lost amid chaos as residents fled the nearby city of Goma. More than 150 children have 
been separated from their families and more than 170 children are feared to be missing, the agency 
said. Around 8,000 people crossed into Rwanda from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to 
seek refuge following the eruption of the volcano, Rwanda's Emergency Management Ministry said 
Sunday.” 

 



 

 

The eruption caused severe damages in the country especially Goma and the 

neighborhood of Rubavu in Rwanda as follows: 

On the environmental side, this eruption caused several damages especially:  

• The destruction of the road which supplied the city of Goma from the territory of Beni, 

Rutshuru and Uganda, 

• Destruction of 14 villages in the territory of Nyiragogo and a large part of the Buhene 

district in the north east of the city of Goma, health centers, houses and schools were all 

destroyed by the lava of the eruption. 

• Destruction of the water reservoirs set up by Merci Corps which supplied the territory 

of Nyiragongo and the northern part of the city of Goma 

• Damage of the Electricity polls and network which supplied part of the city of Goma to 

the north of the VIRUNGA Company. 

 
The above photos show the destroyed electric polls and rock sediments of the volocano 



 

 

 

On the community side, this incident caused the following damages: 

 5 people lost their lives in a truck accident towards Rwasama which was transporting 

the population on  their way to Sake in the west of the city of Goma 

 Several children have been lost, detached from their families; 

 Abortions and still births have been observed in some women caused by panic, gas etc 

..., 

 Families without housing, because their houses have just been burned by the lava flow  

 That night of May 22-23, more than 5,000 people crossed the border to   Rwanda from 

Goma, and least 25.000 were displaced in Sake. 

 Not only those mentioned above there are others problems like  thefts from shops, 

homes and stores,  

 There was a tendency for prisoners to escape from Munzenze prison from where bullets 

were delayed. 

 

Other consequences 

- The water is not at all clean now because of the dust from the volcano, the sand rain and 

other microbes coming there; 

- Vegetables are not safe to eat at the moment without washing it yet today there is 

insufficient water; 

 

Harmful effect that this disaster caused 

 

- Land conflict, because the plots where mixed up by lava which will be hard to identify 

- Trauma 

- Poverty  

- Famine  

 

Current situation 

The current state is characterized by earthquakes, the population left for Rwanda and Sake 60% 

to already returned to Goma because they could not find the framework where they  went, 

except those who lost their homes and households that are in the vicinity of the danger remain 



in places of refuge (host families). Administrative authorities and organizations do their best to 

alleviate certain problems. 

 

 

 

The Photos from Goma are below.  

 

 

 
 

In Rwanda during Nyiragongo Volcanic eruption 22nd May 2021, different part of Rwanda   

being in the situations of negative impact to the infrastructures, especially in western province 

at Rubavu district. Where the people being in the situations of consequences caused by 

Nyiragongo Volcanic eruption where the earthquake damaged some houses, Road and schools 

like: Groupe Scolaire Kabiza found in Nyamyumba sector. 



Below are the photos shows how earthquake damage infrastructures in Rwanda. 
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