
Peace is a group effort. With your 
support the Friends Peace Teams, 
African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI) 
has been able to bring concrete 
peacebuilding and reconciliation at 
the grassroots level in Africa for over 
20 years.

Testimonies from participants of 
AGLI workshops and programs at-
test to life–transforming experiences 
in Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Kenya, Tanza-
nia, Uganda and with refugees from 
South Sudan.

AGLI 2020 fundraising goals:
	Â Friends Women’s Association, 

Kamenge Clinic, Burundi ($5,000)
	Â Healing and Rebuilding Our 

Communities, Burundi and 
Rwanda ($10,000)
	Â Transforming Community for 

Social Change, Kenya ($5,000)
	Â Rwanda Children’s Peace Library 

($5,000)
	Â General administration ($15,000)

	Â Scholarships/Sponsorships for 
orphans and vulnerable students 
($8,500)
	Â Alternatives to Violence Program 

(AVP), Democratic Republic of 
Congo ($5,000)
	Â  AVP in the regions prisons ($6000)

We are so very grateful for your 
prayers and support. At this time, 
we also invite you to contribute to 
AGLI at a level that meets your heart, 
whether $50 or $500 or more. Of 
course, donations of any amount are 
welcome. Your support will allow us 
to continue to conduct programs 
that positively impact survivors of 
genocide and civil war, refugees, 
and vulnerable youth. 

Thank you for your support.

Blessings,

David Bucura
AGLI Coordinator

Fall 2019/Winter 2020

African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI)

Dear Friends,

David Bucura, AGLI Coordinator
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Parfaite Ntahuba, speaks at First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church, Groton, Massachusetts, USA

Traveling on behalf of Friends 
Peace Teams in the mid-Atlantic, 
New England, upstate New York, 
and southern California regions of 
the United States, Parfaite Ntahuba, 
coordinator of the Friends Women’s 
Association (FWA) of Burundi, spoke 
at several Quaker meetings, church-
es, and schools about her life and 
work. She told the moving story of 

how in 1994 she found shelter with a 
Quaker family as her own family fled 
from the violence of the Burundian 
civil war.

FWA’s mission is to provide 
comprehensive, community-based 
health care to women and their 
families, promote women’s leader-
ship and autonomy, and to strength-
en peace and social solidarity in 

Kamenge and other communities in 
Burundi.

In 2018, FWA began expanding its 
clinic to build a full-service hospital-
ization and maternity ward, in part to 
stop the transmission of HIV/AIDS 
from mother to child. With your 
financial support the clinic expansion 
will be completed in 2020.

This past summer 24 women from 
South Sudan, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Somalia, and Burundi took 
part in Alternatives to Violence and 
Healing and Rebuilding our Commu-
nities trainings held at the Friends 
Church near the Kalobeyei Refugee 
Camp, located in Kenya’s Turkana re-
gion. The second phase of the train-
ing will focus on a sewing project.

The host community, one of the 
most marginalized in Kenya, feels 

that it has not benefited much from 
the presence of refugees. Some-
times conflicts escalate, leading to 
injuries and even deaths on both 
sides. The refugees’ lack of a steady 
income makes it difficult to buy 
firewood or charcoal, so they often 
gather firewood themselves from 
the bushes around the camp. This 
puts them in conflict with the local 
Turkana people, who consider them-
selves the “owners of the soil.”

Testimonies from the women…
“For seven years I have been 
shamed and stigmatized for being a 
refugee. This is the first time I am sit-
ting with a Somali woman. I am glad 
we share the same pain. I am happy 
they have all listened to me.”

 “We women have been degrad-
ed, dehumanized and faulted in 
many ways. We have been victims of 
very many bad things, this training is 
restoring our humanity.” 

Parfaite Ntahuba Tours the USA

Empowering Women at Kalobeyei Refugee Camp, Kenya
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Students, local authorities, police, and teachers walk for the International Day of Peace, Gicumbi District, Rwanda

Every year around the world 
organizations working for peace 
celebrate the United Nations Inter-
national Day of Peace.  

On September 20–21, 2019, the 
Rwanda Children’s Peace Libraries, 
a program of the Transformational 
Leadership Center, organized cele-
brations in Kigali and Gicumbi with 
the theme “Climate Action for Peace.”

The student members of the Li-
braries’ peace clubs shared messag-
es through poetry, role plays, dance, 
stories, and song. They shared how 
drugs, air pollution, global warm-
ing, and cutting trees destroys our 
environment. If the environment is 
destroyed, there will be no peace. 
Caring for the environment is a key 
factor in creating sustainable peace. 

The 140 people who participated 
in the Kigali celebration began the 
day by planting fruit trees at a local 
primary school and at the George 
Fox Friends School. 

In Gicumbi 12o people took part in 
a peace walk, singing peace songs, 
and stopping to plant mango, avo-
cado, orange, and guava trees along 
the way.

In spring 2019, AGLI volunteer 
Kathy Railsback returned to South 
Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) where she has worked with 
local HROC facilitators since 2014. 

“I truly believe,” Kathy said, “that 
educating people about trauma and 
helping them process their grief and 
anger can prevent further violence. 
As one participant said, ‘Before the 
workshop I was planning to kill the 
people who killed my brother. Now 

I don’t feel like I need to do that.’” 
HROC represents a more communal 
approach to processing and heal-
ing from trauma than the traditional 
western model. It draws upon the 
accumulated knowledge about trau-
ma in the group members, with the 
motto, “everyone is a teacher and 
everyone a learner.” 

The need for trauma education in 
eastern Congo is enormous. “Every-
one here is traumatized,” one security 

official told facilitators a few years 
ago. On this trip, the team conduct-
ed HROC workshops in the towns of 
Bukavu, Luvungi, Sange, and Uvira. 
Participants included members of dif-
ferent ethnic groups as well as com-
munity leaders and security officials. 

This summer, Kathy plans to 
begin working for FPT in support of 
AGLI’s programs in the DRC, Rwan-
da, Kenya, Burundi, Tanzania, Ugan-
da, and South Sudan.

Children’s Peace Libraries Celebrate International Day of Peace

Healing and Rebuilding Our Communities (HROC) in the DRC
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“ When I joined the Friends Women’s Association, they taught us about 

gender-based violence. My husband also joined and we became 

advisors in our community. We have observed positive changes in the 

homes where we have advised.” —Capitoline Koraniro, Gitega, Burundi

African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI)

1001 Park Ave, St. Louis, MO 63104-3720

JOIN US
For the 15th and 16th

International Healing and 
Rebuilding Our Communities 
(HROC) Facilitator Training

Healing and Rebuilding Our Communities (HROC) Cen-
ter in Rwanda will conduct a three-week seminar to train 
facilitators in the HROC program developed in Rwanda 
and Burundi for psycho-social healing of individuals and 
society after deadly conflict:

When:
15th Training: 2–22 February 2020
16th Training: 5–25 July 2020

Where: HROC Center, Musanze, Rwanda

Cost: $1,000/person (not including international travel)

Contact: agli.coordinator@friendspeaceteams.org

Volunteer Sought to Professionalize HROC Manual

While the layout of our current manual in Microsoft 
Word is satisfactory, it is not up to today’s standards. 
Pictures, testimonies, exercises, and illustrations need 
to be laid out in easy-to-use, attractive formats for 
both the print and web editions. Please forward this 
request to anyone who might be willing and able to 
take on this task. For inquiries, contact David Bucura at 
agli.coordinator@friendspeaceteams.org.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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FWA’s Capitoline Koraniro
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