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Making Connections en las Américas

Peacebuilding en las Américas (PLA) brings 
Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) to 
communities challenged by chronic violence. 
Colombian facilitators have trained Central 
Americans in Community-Based Trauma Healing, 
and this advanced AVP workshop will be offered in 
all PLA countries by the end of 2013.

Guatemala
In Guatemala, PLA works with a Mayan women’s 
empowerment group, a peacebuilding non-
governmental organization 
(NGO) sponsored by the 
German government, a 
university-based group 
do ing  peacebu i ld ing 
research, youth programs 
i n  m a r g i n a l  z o n e s 
of Guatemala City, an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  p r i m a r y 
school focused on the 
environment, a children’s 
home for street kids, 
a  g roup focused on 
education of youth and 
ind igenous r ights ,  a 
Mennonite organization 
which provides a diploma 
course on peacebuilding, 
a network for analysis of 
violence and peace culture, and a group working 
on sexual violence against women and the failure 
of the justice system to respond.

Honduras
In San Pedro Sula, two Mennonite women 
participated in a 2010 Basic AVP workshop. They 

A workshop in Barranquilla, Colombia, with women 
whose homes were destroyed by a landslide

then created connections in La Ceiba, where 
women were seeking a way to develop their own 
spirituality and nonviolent lifestyle. In January 
2013, new AVP facilitators in La Ceiba facilitated 
the first independent AVP workshop there. 
In October 2012, PLA brought Nelly Del Cid of 
Mercy Dream Weavers in Honduras to the U.S. 
for an 18-day speaking tour with FPT volunteer 
Margaret Lechner.  Of their visit to New York City, 
Margaret reported: 

Our first events were 
a morning with United 
Nations NGOs, hosted 
by United Methodist 
Women and a lunch 
at the “God Box,” the 
church office building 
at 475 Riverside Drive. 
While the initial aims 
of the tour were fund 
raising and spreading 
the word about PLA 
activities, our time in 
NYC made it clear that 
networking would take 
us far beyond the initial 
plan. A participant in the 
morning event invited 
us to come to her office 

in the afternoon and strategize ways in which 
Nelly’s insights could be shared during 
UN discussion on Honduras. The tour was 
creating channels for Nelly’s voice to be heard 
by USA/UN audiences far beyond the October 
days she was physically in NY.

See PLA, page 2

“Peace is a group effort”
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Friends Peace Teams
Friends Peace Teams (FPT) is 
a Spirit-led organization work-
ing around the world to develop 
long-term relationships with 
communities in conflict to cre-
ate programs for peacebuilding, 
healing and reconciliation. FPT’s 
programs build on extensive 
Quaker experience combining 
practical and spiritual aspects of 
conflict resolution.

1001 Park Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63104-3720 
USA
314-588-1122 
office@friendspeaceteams.org
www.friendspeaceteams.org

PeaceWays Editorial Team:
Editors: Caroline Lanker and
   Sharon Lee Hoover
Proofreader: Ann Walton Sieber

From the Editors
The consistent theme of PeaceWays 
is to paint a picture, in a small space, 
of Friends Peace Teams’ goals, 
methods, and results, which can 
collectively be called “community-
based peacebuilding.” Friends 
Peace Teams operates with a very 
small number of staff members, 
unpaid or minimally paid, and a 
larger number of volunteers who 
often contribute money as well as 
time. Three of the team coordinators 
are unpaid. They are supported 
just as early Friends traveling in 
the ministry were—by neighbors, 
F/friends and hosts. 

FPT’s operational model is to 
respond to invitations from local 
groups where people hunger for 
peace. People desire to learn 
long-term ways to live peacefully in 
families and communities. And they 
want to learn to share those ways 
with their neighbors. But, sometimes 
they feel isolated and without 

During her visit, Nelly spoke to 
Quaker, student, and church 
groups including two orders of 
nuns, and to AVP facilitators and 
Latin American solidarity groups. 
Charito Calvachi-Mateyko, a 
translator at one of the events, 
became inspired to travel to 
Honduras. She is now volunteering 
with Mercy Dream Weavers, 

resources. FPT brings insights 
gained from Friends’ testimonies, 
from the Alternatives to Violence 
Project, and from lessons learned 
working in situations like theirs 
as well as connections with other 
outside resources. 

If that sounds like a skip-in-and-
skip-out model, it is not. FPT builds 
long-term relationships with the 
people and groups it partners with, 
maintaining a presence in some areas 
and returning to others regularly, 
following up on initiatives it fosters, 
and bringing together peacebuilders 
from different areas, even different 
continents. FPT works closely 
with like-minded organizations to 
build an ever-stronger network of 
community-based peacebuilders.

A year ago, the Spring-Summer 
2012 PeaceWays focused on some 
of the local individuals and groups 
FPT works with in peacebuilding.  
This issue expands the focus and 
includes more—not all—of the 
national and international groups 
that participate in the work. Although 
FPT follows in the tradition of the 
“nameless to the nameless,” it also 
teaches people to use well those 
organizations and resources already 
available—although they may not be 
aware of them. FPT helps people 
to take charge of their expectations 
and desires for peace. 

It is exciting to witness the progress 
of Friends Peace Teams as we work 
on each new issue of PeaceWays. working with women in Restorative 

Justice workshops. Nelly has been 
invited by the Methodist women’s 
group to speak at the UN about 
women’s issues and justice in 
Honduras in March.

El Salvador    
In El Salvador, several people 
are developing key leadership 
in their communities: Carlos 
Reyes directs a ministry for 
people with disabilities, which 
involves paraplegics, people with 
Down syndrome, blind people, 

Carlos Reyes with a child

PLA, from p. 1

mailto:office@friendspeaceteams.org
http://friendspeaceteams.org
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Peacebuilding en Las Américas 
Val Liveoak, coordinator

PLA@friendspeaceteams.org

deaf people, and their family 
members. He is disabled because 
of childhood polio.  
Mati Escobar is a women’s 
advocate. Between two jobs and 
parenting her young children she 
has little time to facilitate these 
days; nevertheless, she networks 
to create openings for AVP in her 
community. 
Velinda Landaverde took her 
Advanced AVP workshop in 
Kenya, where she represented 
El Salvador Yearly Meeting 
at  the Wor ld Gather ing of 
Friends. She facilitated her first 
workshop, a retreat for teachers 
at a Quaker school, two days 

Facilitator trainees in workshop in La Ceiba, 
Honduras, preparing to present AVP exercises

after completing her facilitator 
training. Those teachers left the 
workshop with a commitment to 
improve communication in their 
classrooms with active listening 
and responsible “I” messages.

Colombia
Our work in Colombia has been 
supported by various religious 
communities, universities, schools, 
clinics, and correctional centers.  
Through World Vision we have 
worked in two communities of 
note, El Bosque in Barranquilla and 
Paradise in Soledad. These are 
very marginalized neighborhoods, 
settled by people displaced by 

war, drug, and criminal violence. 
A group of young people known 
as Peacemakers (Gestores de 
Paz) are actively changing their 
homes and communities. AVP 
and Community-Based Trauma 
Healing workshops gave them 
tools to effectively help their 
families and communities seek 
nonviolence.
PLA cooperates with a group 
of Franciscan nuns that runs a 
hospital in the city of Barranquilla, 
a school in Sincelejo, and religious 
centers in Medellin and Palmira.  
AVP work has engaged them 
very deeply, and they have a 
vision of providing AVP’s conflict 
resolution tools to all employees 

of the institutions where they are 
present—nearly 2,000 workers. 
At the hospital in Barranquilla, 
employees who have taken AVP 
say that they have applied concepts 
from the workshops in their daily 
lives and use Transforming Power 
in the offices and wards where 
they work.
In the Department of Córdoba is 
a small town called Villa Madeida, 
a settlement of displaced people 
on a small plot of land, which 
they have declared to be a Peace 
Community. They seek to be self-
sustaining, planting crops and 
raising animals, even in the midst 
of violent conflict. Our colleagues 

share workshops in this area, 
although travel is restricted by 
armed groups and access is 
difficult.  Every visit is utilized to the 
fullest. In the evenings we share 
with these communities and meals 
become celebrations.   
Our AVP facilitators in Palmira 
travel by small plane and boat to 
remote villages in the jungle where 
the Sisters of Charity work. These 
communities have recently been 
on the front lines of the continuing 
civil war, an area contested by  
groups of drug producers. Not 
only are there no amenities such 
as running water and electricity, 
but they also have experienced 
street fighting outside the homes 

Participants in a Trauma Healing workshop in Guatemala.  
PLA coordinator Val Liveoak is second from the 

left in the front row

of their hosts. Residents who are 
struggling to survive in peace 
are always extremely grateful 
for our visits. In these diverse 
communities—urban and rural, 
religious and secular, indigenous 
and mestizo, youth and elders—
PLA volunteers are sharing the 
political and personal realities 
of local partners and forming 
alliances to strengthen our shared 
goals. Together our voices are 
strong!

mailto:PLA@friendspeaceteams.org
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All the Quakers Aren’t Enough
By David Zarembka, FPT African Great Lakes Initiative Coordinator

When the African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI) 
began in 1998, people would sometimes ask me, 
“Why do we need another Quaker organization 
to work in East and Central Africa?” My response 
was and is, “We could use a hundred more Quaker 
peacemaking organizations.” AGLI works in Rwanda 
after a genocide, Burundi after a twelve-year civil 
war, eastern Congo with continued flight after 
seventeen years of strife, Uganda after the prior 
destruction of the country by its own government, 
and Kenya with election/post-election violence. AGLI 
would welcome any peacemaking organization that 
would like to become involved.
The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 
works in Burundi, Somalia, and now in Kenya. 
Change Agents for Peace, International  (CAPI)—
supported by the Norwegian Government through 
N o r w a y  Ye a r l y 
Meeting—works in 
Rwanda, Burundi, 
e a s t e r n  C o n g o , 
Kenya, and South 
Sudan. Quaker Peace 
& Social Witness 
(QPSW) of Britain 
Yearly Meeting works 
in Burundi and Kenya.  
And the Mennonite 
Central Committee 
(MCC)—Mennonites 
are honorary Quakers 
in Central Africa—
works in Rwanda, 
Burundi, and eastern 
Congo. Moreover, 
peacemaking work 
is done in partnership 
with local Quaker 
y e a r l y  m e e t i n g s 
and organizations. 
AGLI supported and 
advised Christ ian 
Peacemaker Teams (CPT) in their two delegations 
to eastern Congo and northern Uganda.
Unfortunately, except for Search for Common 
Ground—one of whose founders “cut her 
peacemaking teeth” with Quakers in South Africa 
in the 1980s—the hundreds of international 
organizations in the region do not give a priority to 

grassroots peacemaking. When we have approached 
the local staff of the large NGOs, they have been 
receptive to AGLI’s program, since they realize their 
work is destroyed if conflict returns, but the central 
offices and their funders back home have no interest 
in following through on this issue. Many local and 
international NGOs wish to influence peacemaking 
at the national/international level. AGLI’s position 
is that long-lasting peacebuilding must include 
grassroots reconciliation, knowledge of non-violent 
conflict resolution skills as taught in the Alternatives 
to Violence Project (AVP) and mediation, and 
individual and societal healing as in the Healing and 
Rebuilding Our Communities (HROC) program. Let 
us not mince words: the approach taken by Quaker 
and Mennonite organizations is very different 
from the approach of most other NGOs, including 

religious ones from 
other denominations. 
W e  a r e  a  f e w 
organizations in a sea 
of troubles. We work 
closely together. In 
2005 at the same time 
AGLI was introducing 
AVP in South Kivu, 
Congo, CAPI was 
i n t r o d u c i n g  i t  i n 
North Kivu, Congo. 
In Burundi when the 
AFSC received a 
large contract to work 
in newly formed peace 
villages of returned 
refugees, displaced 
persons, and former 
c o m b a t a n t s  o n 
both sides, it sub-
contracted with AGLI’s 
HROC program the 
tasks of working on 
reconci l iat ion and 

trauma healing. QPSW has been placing its 
volunteers with the HROC-Burundi and Kamenge 
Clinic programs. MCC has done likewise with 
the Children’s Peace Libraries in Rwanda. The 
mediation programs in Rwanda, Burundi, and 
eastern Congo were joint programs of AGLI and 
CAPI. AGLI initiated the transformative mediation 

Keynote address at the last Quaker Peace Network-Africa 
conference: Zawadi Nikuze (left), North Kivu coordinator of 

Healing and Rebuilding our Communities (HROC), translating 
for Laura Shipler Chico, former AGLI extended service volunteer 

in Rwanda, member of the AGLI working group, Haverford 
graduate, and currently Program Manager of Peacebuilding in 

East Africa for Quaker Peace & Social Witness of 
Britain Yearly Meeting
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program with training for the new facilitators while 
CAPI gave the longer-term support.
All this does not happen by chance. Beginning in 
2002, all local and international Quaker/Mennonite 
peace organizations in Africa have been meeting 
every one and a half to two years as the Quaker 
Peace Network-Africa (QPN-Africa). The meeting 
has been held six times—twice in Burundi, twice in 
Rwanda, once in Kenya, and once in South Kivu. 
The next gathering is planned for Sierra Leone. 
QPN-Africa is broken down into four regions—
Southern, Central, East, and West Africa. Regional 
meetings have occurred in between the all-continent 
gatherings, particularly in East and Central Africa. 
QPN-Africa has taken on the task of being the point 
organization for election observing in East and 
Central Africa. It has sponsored election observing 
in two Burundian, one Rwandan, two Congolese, 
two Kenyan, and one South Sudanese elections. 
In these cases, in addition to local observers, it has 
brought observers from the other nearby African 
countries to be international observers.
On another level, AGLI supports work campers and 
extended service volunteers. Many of these have 
come from Quaker collages. The largest number 
have come from Haverford College (two of whom are 
now AGLI working group members), but others have 
come from Guilford (two working group members), 
Swarthmore, Earlham (one working group member), 
and Bryn Mawr Colleges. Moreover, we have had 
five extended service volunteers who worked either 
before or after their placements with AGLI with 
either Quaker United Nations Organization-New 
York or Friends Committee on National Legislation 
in Washington, D.C. Another works for the East and 
Central Africa program of QPSW. One of our former 
work campers later worked on the Africa desk of 
AFSC. These volunteers now have experience at 
both the grassroots and the policy levels.
This work is all a “Friends Peace Team.” As a 
bumper sticker says, “Peace is a group effort.” 
Those who are unable to travel and volunteer in 
the Great Lakes region of Africa, but who attend 
the speaking engagements of our African partners, 
who read PeaceWays-AGLI or the AGLI blog, 
Reports from Kenya (contact dave@aglifpt.org if 
you would like to sign up for these), or who donate 
to the on-going work, whether Quaker or not, are 
important members of AGLI’s peacebuilding work 
in this conflicted area of the world.

African Great Lakes Initiative
David Zarembka, coordinator

dave@aglifpt.org
www.aglifpt.org

Peace and Social 
Justice Trip: 
Indonesia

Friends Peace Teams in Asia West Pacific will 
lead a seven week peace and social justice trip 
to Indonesia, June 12 to July 31, 2013.
This is your opportunity to participate in a 
Quaker experience in grassroots peace work, 
to learn and to meet people while traveling in 
Indonesia. You are encouraged to select an area 
of focus for your trip:

Quaker Service and Witness
Ceramic Water Filter:

 Engineering
 Microbiology

Religious studies
Environment
Nonviolence
Conscience
Education
Art

Interested? Contact Sarah Rozard, 
AWPOffice@FriendsPeaceTeams.org for more 
information.
U.S. residents apply by April 8, 2013; all others 
by May 6, 2013.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Mary Stata of Friends Committee on National 
Legislation (FCNL), Getry Agizah of Kenyan Friends’ 
Friends Church Peace Team, and Cassidy Regan of 
FCNL. They are standing outside the FCNL building 
in Washington, D.C., during Getry’s March 2011 visit, 
when she spoke with U.S. policymakers and others 
about her work to prevent violence and build peace

mailto:dave@aglifpt.org
mailto:dave@aglifpt.org
http://aglifpt.org
mailto:AWPOffice@FriendsPeaceTeams.org
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People-to-People Grassroots Peace Work
Friends Peace Teams members travel, host, and 
support one another to engage in global, grassroots 
peace work in the manner of the Religious Society 
of Friends. The Asia West Pacific (AWP) Initiative 
began in Aceh, Indonesia, working with human 
rights activists from the People’s Crisis Center 
(PCC). In 1998, Suharto was removed as president 
and Indonesians’ hopes flared to replace the 
U.S.-guided democracy that “re-
elected” Suharto for 32 years, with 
an open, democratic government. 
As PCC members called for open 
elections and an independence 
referendum, Indonesian government 
forces redoubled attacks.
Quakers began visiting Aceh after 
the tsunami and 2005 peace accord. 
Acehnese generally agree that if 
the war were to come back, it would 
come from East Aceh where the war 
was the worst, so we began there. 
Fishermen, tradespeople, teachers, 
mechanics, and merchants in East 
Aceh, deeply concerned about the 
health and welfare of their rural 
villages, formed a local Alternatives 
to Violence Project (AVP) network. 
They were particularly taken with 
Nadine Hoover’s travel letter, “She 
brings with her our faith in the Living Spirit to give 
life, joy, peace and prosperity through love, integrity 
and compassionate justice among people who live 
in simplicity and equality.” How do you do that?! 
We explained that we build friendships, especially in 
places where we have been part of the violence (as 
in Indonesia’s U.S.-funded war against Aceh, lasting 
over 30 years). But some of the worst violence 
in the world is perpetrated by loved ones and 
neighbors, so we engage in activities with people 
who affirm common principles, such as respect, 
affirmation, communication, cooperation, personal 
transformation, healing, peaceful settlement 
of disputes, discernment, equality, simplicity, 
compassion, and transforming power. These 
principled friendships form the foundation of our 
community-based (rather than organization-based) 
collaborative activities. Many Acehnese report 
significant personal transformation as a result. 

By Nadine Hoover, co-coordinator of FPT Asia West Pacific

The AVP community and Quaker meetings 
internationally, but particularly in Australia and the 
U.S., have shown great interest, listened to and 
read our stories, shared those stories with others, 
sent donations and joined teams to meet, visit. 
and work with neighbors. In 2006, we held an AVP 
basic workshop for Acehnese and Javanese driven 
out during the war, now residing in the mountains 

of North Sumatra in a community called Barak 
Induk (“Central Barracks”). Personal transformation 
for many participants led the formerly closed 
community to turn to nonviolence and transforming 
power to defend themselves, to pursue their rights 
to land, and to enjoy the fruits of their labors. Team 
members reached out to Amnesty International, the 
Quaker United Nations Office in Geneva, and team 
members’ national embassies on Barak Induk’s 
behalf. Barak Induk residents Mislan and Ida have 
continued to conduct AVP workshops and have 
opened Tunas Baru Preschool. 
Members of the Society for Health, Education, 
Environment and Peace (SHEEP), a non-
governmental organization in Yogyakarta of 
professionals dedicated to the spirit of humanitarian 
service, have traveled with us every step of the way. 
Together we supported human rights workers during 
the war, offered relief in the aftermath of the tsunami, 
conducted research and development on ceramic 

Women in rural East Aceh, shut in homes for years by war, come out to 
seek a new tomorrow for themselves and their children by attending the 
Alternatives to Violence Project basic, healing and developmental play 

workshop
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By Petrus, Central Java

A Major Life 
Transformation

water filters with Nicholas Rozard, hosted teams, 
deepened our understanding and approaches to 
problems, and been steadfast friends in Aceh and 
Java.
Petrus, a founding member of SHEEP, persistently 
drew our attention to Central Java, where religious 
violence, particularly between Christians and 
Muslims, is common. Friends Peace Teams has 
supported Petrus and Nanik to build a public 
training center called Peace Place, which uses 
Friends’ business practice of discernment. They 
offer Alternatives to Violence Project workshops, 
including advanced topics on trauma healing, 
developmental play and discernment of conscience, 
Joglo Preschool and To-Be-Smart After-School 
Lessons. Peace Place has 
already attracted attention 
from Friends in Thailand 
and the Philippines to 
attend trainings. 
Friends Peace Teams 
visits a network of a couple 
dozen preschools in Java 
and Sumatra that offer 
AVP-based training to 
parents, family members, 
and community members. 
Tondomulyo, a previously 
closed Islamic community, 
was totally transformed 
by this work that, in turn, 
changed the history of 
an entire territory. Peter 
Watson, a Friend from 
the Quaker Settlement in Whanganui, Aotearoa/
New Zealand, has visited repeatedly to support 
Peace Place, preschool teaching and production 
of developmentally appropriate toys. 
Nanik with Wuri from SHEEP, both part of a multi-
generational community of Javanese Mennonites, 
attended Friends World Committee for Consultation 
Asia West Pacific Section (FWCC-AWPS) in Manila 
last year along with members of Indonesia Yearly 
Meeting of Friends, established by Southwest 
Yearly Meeting. Indonesian Friends tend to have an 
evangelical or service orientation. We now conduct 
workshops in Jakarta to be more accessible to 
these Friends.
As the Asia West Pacific Initiative grows into 
being a reliable Friends program, Sarah Rozard 
is designing office administration and a young 
adults’ mid-year peace team to Indonesia. John 
Michaelis responded to Subhash Kattel’s request 
to support a fledgling group of AVP facilitators who 

From the beginning of our decision to build Peace 
Place in Pati, my wife, Nanik, and I knew that the 
decision would disrupt the normal routines of our 
lives and family, our family condition and economics, 
and our social standing with the people around us. 
From established, respected jobs with an NGO and 
a local school, we were moving to an uncertain 
future, planning to work with many different people 
in a new way. I was certain our decision was right, 
because it would bring me closer to my family (not 
having to travel around the country as much for 
my job) and what’s more, we would be building 
something new, together. 
After we’ve travelled this new path for over a year 
(it took us several years to prepare), I feel our ideas 
are showing visible results, although they aren’t 
being called big yet. I hear a great deal of testimony 
through my friends who are accompanying children 
and who are attending workshops at Peace Place 
that they feel they have found something new and 
influential in their lives. 
In our last workshop, eleven new people participated. 
They profusely testified that what they received 
motivated them to make major changes in their 
lives. Life is calmer. Life’s challenges are untangling. 
You, too, will be increasingly clear as you meet 
Nanik and me and our friends when you visit. I see 
Peace Place and its programs as an extraordinary 
transformation. ■

Asia West Pacific Initiative
Nadine Hoover and John Michaelis, coordinators

Indonesia@friendspeaceteams.org; 
AWP@friendspeaceteams.org

are working around Kathmandu and in camps in 
southern Nepal for Bhutanese refugees. Australia 
Yearly Meeting is discerning whether or not to join 
Friends Peace Teams’ Council, without whom none 
of this great work would exist. We also rely on a 
team of eighteen Friends who serve as a Working 
Group to offer guidance and discernment monthly 
along with hundreds of donors. Rosemary Epps, of 
Tasmania, is exploring the possibility of traveling to 
Afghanistan to maintain long-term relationships with 
Afghani women engaged in peace work. Valerie 
Joy hopes to develop visitation with Friends in the 
Philippines, as she steps down as FWCC-AWPS 
Secretary. Friends Peace Teams in Asia West 
Pacific is expanding!

Preschool child in 
Tondomulyo

mailto:Indonesia@friendspeaceteams.org
hmailto:AWP@friendspeaceteams.org
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Please contribute to the Friends Peace Teams initiatives and to the 
general fund. Undesignated donations to FPT go to the general 
fund to provide shared administrative support, publish PeaceWays, 
and maintain the website. Checks should be made out to “Friends 
Peace Teams” and mailed to the address at right. Donations can 
also be made online at www.friendspeaceteams.org.

Friends Peace Teams
1001 Park Ave.

Saint Louis, MO 6310� USA
31�-588-1122

office@friendspeaceteams.org

M’Dian and Jamie Carestio (on the left) with two friends learn to build a composting bin in the 
mountains of East Aceh, Indonesia. Team members bring and share their skills 

with friends along the way
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