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Introduction 

Friends Peace Teams (FPT) is a Spirit-led initiative 
working to develop long-term relationships with 
communities around the world to create programs 
for peace building, healing, and reconciliation. Our 
programs build on extensive Quaker experiences, 
combining practical and spiritual aspects of 

grassroots peacebuilding. 
We have three primary 
initiatives around the 
world: 

 Peacebuilding en las Américas (PLA) 

 African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI) 

 Friends Peace Teams of Asia West Pacific (AWP) 

Friends Peace Teams connects peace workers in North America, 
Colombia, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Kenya, Burundi, 
Rwanda, Uganda, Indonesia, Nepal, Philippines, Korea, and Australia 
through grassroots solidarity, accompaniment, financing, and training 
to communities and organizations. We provide transforming power, 
trauma healing/resiliency and conflict resolution skills, especially 
among people affected by legacies of global and civil war and systemic 
violence that 
p e r p e t u a t e s 
social inequality 
and injustice. 

We base the workshops we do on the 
Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) 
curriculum, with the addition of trauma 
recovery and resiliency training first 
developed by FPT for our Healing and 
Rebuilding our Communities (HROC) 
workshops in Africa. Other programs to 
meet local and regional needs have been 

Continued on page 2. 

Tolupan Indigenous women participate in 
AVP in Honduras, p. 4 

Children enjoy the Kigali 
Children’s Peace Library, 

Rwanda, p. 16 

Peace activists in a listening circle, Philippines, p. 8 
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developed from that base. We focus on building 
relationships with community leaders 
committed to grassroots peace building, 
through flexible relationships that best support 
local peace workers. Local facilitators organize 
workshops and expand our work within their 
networks. Although we don’t set up our own 
physical structures, we help our partner 
organizations maintain theirs, when 
appropriate, as the long-term stability of our 
partners is critical to our mission. 

To learn more, please visit 
FriendsPeaceTeams.org, 

pla.friendspeaceteams.org, and fpt-awp.org.   

Continued from page 1 
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By Allie Prescott, PLA 

Healing War Victims,  

El Salvador 

During El Salvador’s twelve-year “Dirty 
War,” (1979-1992) approximately 75,000 people 
were murdered, an estimated 5,000 to 10,000 
disappeared1, and thousands were separated 
from their families. 

Despite 25 years of advocacy and demands for 
justice, the scars left from unhealed traumas of 

war plague Salvadoran society, and the 
government provides few resources to help 
communities heal.  

When the disappearances began, many women 
came together to demand the truth behind 
missing relatives. These individuals (mostly 
mothers), with the support of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero, formed the organization CoMadres 
(Committee of Mothers and Relatives of the 
Disappeared, Assassinated and Political 
Prisoners of El Salvador).  

Many CoMadres members have faced 
unspeakable traumas: witnessing loved ones 
tortured and killed, or living with the crippling 
uncertainty of not knowing whether their 
missing family members were alive or dead.  

“They talk about what happened to them as if 
it occurred yesterday. Their trauma is still very 
raw,” explained Monica Maher, PLA 
Coordinator. Often living in small, 
impoverished communities, CoMadres 
members have been physically isolated as well 
as systematically ignored.  

In early 2014, PLA partnered with CoMadres 
to offer members training in AVP.   

“We are in solidarity with them so we can look 
for alternatives that help them search for peace, 
as much inside themselves as in their families, 

organizations, churches, and 
country,” says Salomon Medina, 
AVP Coordinator for El Salvador.  
He continues, “This all brings us to 
a process that includes justice, 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e 
wellbeing…They have shown a 
tremendous maturity and capacity 
to reinvent themselves, to be 
resilient…We contribute to their 
ability to talk, to rediscover their 
ability to raise their voices against 
individual and structural violence 
and the injustices and problems 
that occur each day.” □ 

1 Reference: www.telesurtv.net/
english/opinion/The-Legacy-of-
Disappearances-in-El-Salvador-
20150524-0001.html  

CoMadres participants during a trust exercise  

Peacebuilding en Las 

Américas (PLA) 
Countries of focus: 

Colombia 

El Salvador 

Guatemala 

Honduras 

Monica Maher, Coordinator 

Monicam675@aol.com 
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http://www.telesurtv.net/english/opinion/The-Legacy-of-Disappearances-in-El-Salvador-20150524-0001.html
mailto:Monicam675@aol.com
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 “The Honduran woman is an oppressed woman…
She has to ask permission from her husband even to 
open the door of her home. Honduran women have a 
very high level of submission because the machismo, 
the control of a woman by her husband, is very 
strong.”  

Aida Gonzalez, AVP Facilitator 
with Mercy Dream Weavers 

 In early 2010, PLA partnered with Mercy 
Dream Weavers (MDW), an organization that 
teaches women to work on themselves so they 
can better harness their strength to organize and 
transform their realities.    

After Hurricane Mitch in 1998 destroyed the 
social and physical framework of communities 
throughout Honduras, the Mercy Sisters and 
Associates saw the need not only to rebuild 
communities physically, but also to offer 
programs for people to heal from their trauma. 
They found that healing internal wounds is 
essential to questioning practices of domination 
and discrimination—social, political, religious 
and personal.  This generates new knowledge 
and awareness that can change the structures 
that maintain violence and gender inequality. 
Hence, Mercy Dream Weavers (MDW) came to 
life in 1999. 

With PLA’s training and continued financial 
assistance, MDW has made AVP a fundamental 
part of their nonviolence and consciousness-
building work. This organization travels to 
distant communities around Honduras and 
trains new AVP facilitators. 

“AVP empowers people. They learn how to 
value themselves and feel more secure and 
confident. They learn that to be nonviolent does 
not mean to be submissive; it does not mean to 
be oppressed. On the contrary, to be nonviolent 
means to insist that the rights of each person are 
important,” says Gonzalez. 

Over the last seven years MDW has completed 
an average of 15 AVP workshops a year.  These 
workshops include participants who are 

Nelly DelCid, Founding Director of Mercy Dream 
Weavers during a trust exercise  

Indigenous women who want to defend 
their territories against illegal mining 
companies 

Garifuna women dealing with domestic 
violence and illegal developers poaching their 
lands 

Female teachers in impoverished pre-
schools 

High school youth 

People incarcerated in prison 

Women’s groups across San Pedro Sula. 

Workshops provide participants with the 
emotional literacy to put their feelings into 
words, create community with each other, and 
ultimately work towards creating a future 
where they can prosper. 

“AVP has continued training people who are 
intending to organize in defense of their lives 
because it touches their wounds and they 
realize how the violence has profoundly 
damaged them. They see how they themselves 
can continue reproducing this violence without 
realizing it… With the spirituality and 
philosophy of nonviolence, AVP permits them 
to connect with the dignity that they have as a 
person,” says Nelly DelCid, AVP Facilitator 
and Founding Director of Mercy Dream 
Weavers.  □ 

By Allie Prescott 

Human Rights for 

Women,  

Honduras 
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By Allie Prescott 

Human Inside the 

Uniform,  

Guatemala 

The Guatemalan National Civil Police Force 
had a reputation for being corrupt, violent, 
abusive, and arrogant. “When we see a police 
officer, we immediately think that they don’t 
have values or principles, that they believe they 
have power over people and can do whatever 
they want,” said AVP Guatemala National 
Coordinator Lorena Escobar.  

But after PLA’s AVP Guatemala program 
partnered with the Guatemalan National Civil 
Police Force in early 2017 to deliver AVP 
workshops, the facilitators saw the stress the 
police were under. It became clear that police 
officers were traumatized, under-resourced, 
underpaid and lacked the training and tools to 
de-escalate conflicts in Guatemala City where an 
estimated 100 deaths a week occur.  

“There is a lot of violence thrown at them 
daily. Many times they arrive at a crime scene 
and don’t know if they will leave alive,” Lorena 
Escobar explained. “Sometimes they find a 
woman cut into pieces. They don’t even see 
[others] as human anymore. They have to 
desensitize themselves…because they live 
through something new every day.”  

By Allie Prescott 

Victims and Survivors 

of Armed Conflict, 

Colombia 

In Colombia, 8,074,2721 people are considered 
victims of Latin America´s longest-running 
armed conflict, suffering forced displacement, 
homicide, torture, kidnappings and other 

offenses. Approximately 75% of victims are 
women and many live in rural, often 
indigenous and Afro-Colombian areas, on 
fertile lands that have strategic importance.    

In 2007, PLA partnered with Light Path 
Foundation, an organization dedicated to 
working with families—especially single 
mothers and victims of violence. They quickly 
integrated AVP into their non-violence work 
and began facilitating workshops with 
communities all over Colombia. Facilitators 
have worked in areas of active narco-
trafficking and guerilla, paramilitary and 
army violence. They also work in geographic 
areas completely abandoned by the 
Colombian government where inhabitants 
live below the poverty level.    

With the 2016 signing of the Colombian Peace 
Accord, AVP Facilitators have re-doubled 

National Civil Police officers work on an exercise 
designed to build nonverbal communication skills 

AVP Guatemala teamed up with the 
Guatemalan National Civil Police chaplain to 
work with recent police graduates after 17 
officers committed suicide in 2016. Since 
February 2017, PLA has financially supported 
facilitators to deliver workshops to 159 police 
officers (49 women, 110 men).  

“The workshops make officers more efficient 
in their work because it gives them the tools to 
deal with their stress, fear, conflicts, low self-
esteem, lack of teamwork, and lack of 
communication between themselves and their 
communities. AVP offers them the necessary 
tools to cope with the situations that they face 
daily. This benefits not only their own personal 
lives, but [the lives of] all our citizens,” said 
Escobar. □ 
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By Nariram Lohar, with Subhash Kattel, FPT-AWP 
Coordinator in Nepal 

Land Rights Activists 

Meet, Nepal and 

Indonesia 

After Tihar, the Nepalese Festival of Lights, 
Community Self-Reliance Centre-Nepal 
Executive Director Jagat asked me, "Nari, do 
you have a passport?”  When I said I did, he 

said, “Then congratulations, you're going to 
Indonesia!"  I was going to attend the 
International Training for Peace at Peace Place 
Pati, in Centro Java. Before I knew it, I was 
traveling with Subhash, the FPT-AWP Nepal 
Coordinator, on a three-part flight in airplanes 
flying up to 42,000 feet at 400 kph, with 
outside temperatures as low as -52 degrees 
Celsius! 

From the airport we went to Peace Place, 
where we were greeted by Petrus, Nanik and 
their son Tito. Petrus coordinates FPT and 
AVP in Indonesia, which involves advocating 
for peace and land and resource rights, in 
addition to his responsibilities managing 
Peace Place. Nanik runs preschool, after-
school and parenting programs that take place 
in the center.  By dinnertime guests were 
arriving for the conference, and many foreign 

A workshop with a Nasa Indigenous community in a 
Red Zone of conflict, now designated by the peace 

accords as an area of disarmament and reintegration  

their efforts, focusing on work in communities 
where ex-combatants are being re-integrated. 

Workshops bring together people of differing 
religions, ethnicities and political affiliation. In 
workshops in Red Zones of conflict, participants 
have included both former guerillas and 
military soldiers.  One striking feature of the 
workshops is emphasis on the relationship 
between peace at home and peace in the 
country.  Profound reflections occur about the 
way violence is passed from one generation to 
another within families and communities. 

One recent workshop had an all-too-real 
opportunity to practice the techniques taught! 

Bullets from a FARC Guerilla-Police conflict 
perforated the church’s walls where an AVP 
workshop was taking place. This community, 
located in an isolated, mountainous area of 
northern Cauca, is home to Nasa indigenous 
peoples. 

“We hid in terror in the kitchen,” described 
Gladys Cedeño, PLA Country Coordinator for 
Colombia and Director of Light Path 
Foundation. “This experience really marked us, 
but we still continued with the workshop. There 
is a lot of need in the community to receive help 
on how to stay firm in the middle of a conflict.” 
□ 

1.Reference: www.portafolio.co/economia/
gobierno/el-numero-de-victimas-del-conflicto-
armado-en-colombia-504833  

Asia West Pacific 

(AWP) Initiative 
Countries of Focus: 

Indonesia (Central Java, Aceh, North 
Sumatra) 

Republic of Korea 

Nepal 

Republic of the Philippines 

International  focus project “Power of 
Goodness” 

Nadine Hoover and John Michaelis, 
Coordinators 

Asia@friendspeaceteams.org 
www.fpt-awp.org 

http://www.portafolio.co/economia/gobierno/el-numero-de-victimas-del-conflicto-armado-en-colombia-504833
http://www.portafolio.co/economia/gobierno/el-numero-de-victimas-del-conflicto-armado-en-colombia-504833
http://www.portafolio.co/economia/gobierno/el-numero-de-victimas-del-conflicto-armado-en-colombia-504833
mailto:Asia@friendspeaceteams.org
http://www.fpt-awp.org
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and local participants moved around chatting, 
laughing, eating, drinking, and smiling. After 
dinner I shared first-hand experiences of armed 
conflict and my safe escape1 during the decade-
long insurgency in Nepal. 

Pati is cleaner than Kathmandu.  Although 
most people in the town are Muslim, many 
women wear pants and t-shirts, talk with 
outsiders and shake hands.  Some wear head 
scarves, but very few wear burkhas. I saw more 
women than men in shops and hotels and no 
alcohol. I was surprised to see a statue of 
farmers in the city! People were helpful and 
generous. A shopkeeper invited ten of us in for 
a feast of bananas, yams, potatoes, tropical fruit, 
tea, and juices. Noticing our confusion, she said, 
“You're living with Petrus and Nanik. They're 
very good people, so I'm welcoming you too. 
Please eat!" 

In the course of the event, I met Yahuda 
Winters, a retired staff nurse; Joyce Howland, a 
Placement Specialist for the School for 
International Training; and Rene Bove, a 
mediation trainer. Indonesian teachers came, 
believing children should be nurtured 
nonviolently. Land rights activists came to 
explore how to respond to corporate land-
grabbing, industrial destruction of agricultural 
lands, and U.S. and Australian mining. 

The Indonesians explained that the Indonesian 
government receives funds to “save the forest” 
that are used to forcibly remove people for 
mining and palm oil production. The 
Indonesian government restricts travel into and 
out of Papua. Some who oppose are killed.  

For eight days we participated in workshops 
where we reflected on activities, trusted, 
empathized and shared feelings and 
experiences. When someone shared a sad story, 
I could see tears in everyone's eyes. Such 
empathy helps us return to our healthy selves 
from the darkness of pain and distress. We 
sang, sat in a circle, relaxed our bodies and 
minds to focus, and used affirming adjectives 
with our names when we spoke. We discussed 
approaches, such as “we're all volunteers,” 
“there's good in everyone,” and “we seek 
personal, not systemic change.” We made 
cooperative agreements essential for 
nonviolence: affirm self and others, no put 
downs, speak one at a time simply and honestly 

without fear of mistakes, ask for clarification, 
and pass if not ready to speak. We respected 
agreements including the schedule. 

In addition to our workshop time together, we 
visited Wakyata, an enterprise that designs and 
sells t-shirts to fund human rights defenders.  
We also visited Jakenaan, a large Muslim 
settlement that has enough land to feed all its 
residents, but is impoverished because 
mountaintop cement factories cause flooding 
and fishing vessels block waterways. 

We often say the reasons for violence are social 
inequality, caste, class, gender and geographic 
discrimination, or being deprived of rights to 
natural resources or political access. But a 
mediator or activist should see the emotional 
impact and intergenerational cycles of violence, 
and be curious, honest, and diligent, rather than 
simply fighting back, running away or ignoring 
conflict. I learned to expect the best, seek a 
nonviolent path, respect myself, care for others, 
think before reacting, find out what is not 
known, trust reality, exchange communication, 
increase cooperation, and then seek to resolve 
conflicts. 

The experience of attending the International 
Training for Peace at Peace Place in Pati 
transformed me. □ 

1. He escaped from Maoist insurgents, who had 
held and tortured him for weeks.  

In May 2017, youth leaders from all over the 
Philippines gathered in Tagaytay City for a 
resiliency workshop. See story next page. 

 
Photo by Frence 

Nurturing Youth Leaders for 

Peace: Philippines  
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By Kins Aparece, FPT-AWP Coordinator in the 

Philippines 

Strengthening Peace 

Leadership, 

Philippines 
The Republic of the Philippines is home to 

longstanding civil conflicts, the most prominent 
of which are between the government and: 1) the 
Communist Party of the Philippines, through the 
National Democratic Front; and 2) the Moro, 
Muslims who claim Mindanao as their 
homeland. Both conflicts escalated during the 
corrupt 21-year regime of Ferdinand Marcos, 
which ended in 1986. He enjoyed U.S backing in 
exchange for hosting U.S. 
military bases. Attempts at 
peace negotiations in the 30 
years since he left power have 
failed to achieve peace. The 
conflicts continue.   

Since the late 1980s, extremist 
movements have escalated their 
activities in the Philippines. 
Bombings, kidnappings and the 
siege of cities have been 
attributed to Islamic extremist 
groups. The latest of these was 
the May 23, 2017 Marawi Siege 
that led to the declaration of 
martial law in Mindanao. The 
Phi l ipp in es  gove rnment 
launched an offensive in 
Marawi to capture Isnilon 
Hapilon, the leader of the ISIL-
affiliated Abu Sayyaf group. 
They expanded that mission to 
attack all non-governmental 
armed groups and forces in the 
region. Total casualties as of 2 
October 2017 reached 951 (ABS-
CBN News), and an estimated 600,000 people 
have been internally displaced since May 2017 
(CNN Philippines). 

Local and international human rights groups 
question the lack of legal resolution of 
extrajudicial killings. The government considers 
dissent a threat and the lower house of the 
government effectively abolished the 

Commission on Human Rights in September 
2017.  

A dear friend and environmental lawyer, Mia 
Manuelita Cumba Masacariñas-Green, was shot 
to death by two men on motorbikes in Bohol on 
February 15, 2017, a week prior to a one-week 
training at the University of Bohol, which I 
facilitated with Nadine Hoover and Valerie Joy, 
from Australia. As a friend, and as a human 
rights and environmental lawyer myself, these 
extrajudicial executions strike home. They 
dramatically increase our risks in working for 
peace. We appreciate the attention and visitation 
of Friends under these trying conditions.  

Student and activist peace workers, and 
communities ravaged by both violence and 

drugs, gain much-needed support and 
encouragement in AVP workshops. Six young 
adult leaders will accompany me to the 
International Training for Peace at Peace Place in 
Pati, Central Java. Gathering with other peace 
workers in Indonesia has substantially 
strengthened our leadership of the peace 
movement in the Philippines. Thank you. □ 

An AVP workshop held at the University of Bohol.  In one of the 
sharing sessions, they realized the importance of listening to one 

another as a team to strengthen peace efforts.   

Photo by Kins Aparece 
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By Chris Hunter, FTP-AWP Contact with Ukraine and 

North Caucasus  

Power of Goodness 

Expands, 

Ukraine and North 

Caucasus 

The Power of Goodness, supported by FPT-
AWP, is a collection of children’s artwork 
illustrating stories of nonviolence, healing, and 
reconciliation.  It got its start in Chechnya and is 
expanding to other countries. A collection of the 
stories and artwork can be viewed online in the 
Story Pool at www.power-of-goodness.info.  

I n  J u l y  2 0 1 7 , 
P e a c e b u i l d i n g  U K , 
Odessa Mediation Group, 
a n d  C e n t r e  f o r 
P e a c e m a k i n g  a n d 
Community Development 
in Chechnya brought 
together representatives 
of our Power of Goodness 
program from all over 
Ukraine. 

 Following two days of getting to know each 
other, building trust, and agreeing on a 
collection of old and new stories from Ukraine 
and abroad, we began the extensive work of 
creating a Ukrainian teacher’s training manual. 
The manual will be a welcome resource for 
teachers, psychologists and others throughout 
Ukraine wishing to use the Power of Goodness 
book to share and cultivate human values of 
compassion, kindness, tolerance and forgiveness 
in their communities. 

The participants of the meeting came from 
diverse backgrounds and regions of Ukraine, 
including the occupied territory in the East. This 
inevitably meant that participants had diverse 
and contrasting views about the situation in 
Ukraine and the conflict since 2014. 

Through trust in the process, built up over two 
years of work already conducted, respect for 
each other and conflict resolution techniques, 
the group managed to work through tensions 
that arose and unite towards the common task 

of creating a Power of Goodness training 
manual for Ukraine.  

Our ‘Little Star’ teams in the three regions of 
Chechnya, Ingushetia, and Dagestan continue 
training hundreds of teachers to conduct peace 
and tolerance education classes with children 
and young people. Teachers are provided with 
copies of the Power of Goodness book and the 
teacher’s training manual, and shown how to 
use the web portal www.power-of-
goodness.org. Teachers are also taught how to 
detect possible symptoms of psychological 
stress and trauma among their students. 
Referrals are made by the teachers to 
psychologists on the Power of Goodness team. 

FPT continues to collect new stories from 
various regions of the world. Ali Abu Awaad 
and Hanan Schlesinger have agreed to have 
their stories included. Petrus and Nanik have 
translated the Story Pool into Indonesian and 
are writing up their experiences of peace and 
non-violence in Indonesia to submit to the Story 
Pool. 

We invite everyone to use the stories and 
children's art at Power-of-Goodness.info.  
Copies of the book, in English or Chechen, may 
be purchased, and new stories may be 
submitted through the same site. □ 

Trainers from Peacebuilding UK and partners 
from Chechnya and Ukraine, at Peacebuilding-

UK's dialogue and curriculum development 
workshop near Kiev, Ukraine in July 2017.  

http://www.power-of-goodness.info
http://www.power-of-goodness.org
http://www.power-of-goodness.org
http://www.Power-of-Goodness.info
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Ferrizal 

25 September 1975 - 3 July 2017  

FPT-AWP pays special tribute to Ferrizal 
(“Ferry”) who passed away in Langsa Aceh 
suddenly in July 2017. Ferry understood 
nonviolence naturally. He became one of the 
first AVP facilitators in Indonesia, and was one 
of our most skilled trainers. Ferry coordinated 
AVP in Aceh, Tamiang and North Sumatra.   

In 2008, Ferry joined Petrus, from Java, and 
Sarah Mandolang, from the U.S., in facilitating 
the first facilitators' AVP workshop in Pati, 
Central Java.  The facilitators who gathered 
there then developed Peace Place in Pati, which 
spreads peace education throughout Indonesia 
and Southeast Asia. 

Ferry enthusiastically helped establish an 
annual AVP orientation at Bustanul Fakri, a 
school for war orphans, and brought AVP to 
Rumah Cerdas (Bright House). He advocated 
for the Legal Aid Society (LBH) and others 
through the Forum for the Poorest of the Poor 
(FPRM).  

Ferry will be greatly missed. 

A memory of Ferry: he wrote, "Ms. Nadine, do 
you remember my transforming power story 
about the person who wanted to kill me with a 
knife in Kuala Bugak? [That person] recently 
attended one of our workshops. He was very 
remorseful and acknowledged that he was to 
blame, and apologized!" 

Ferrizal (center) facilitating an AVP workshop. 

 

By Chuck Esser and Youngsil Kang, FPT-AWP 

Contacts with Korea 

Calling for Military  

De-escalation, 

Republic of Korea 

Since 1948, when the U.S. occupied southern 
region of Korea held elections to establish the 
Republic of Korea, the Korean peninsula has 
remained divided. The U.S. retained legal and 
military command over South Korea’s armed 
forces at that time and still holds that power. 
This is despite the desire of most Koreans on 
both sides to reunite their country.  

Peace efforts in Korea are challenged by a 
military culture.  For example:  

Earlier this year, the U.S. installed a 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
(THAAD) missile defense system in Seongju 
City. Missile defense expert and MIT 
physicist Ted Postol states there is no 
evidence that THAAD is effective under live 
fire conditions. Furthermore, the 25 million 
Koreans living in the capital city of Seoul fall 
outside THAAD’s protective shield. THAAD 
radar has the capacity to monitor missile 
systems in China, which many suspect is the 
objective. China has voiced its opposition to 
THAAD in Korea in no uncertain terms and 
consequently has enacted economic 
retributions against South Korea and 
threatened an accelerated arms race.  U.S. 
removal of THAAD is key for de-escalating 
military conflict in the region. 

The US and South Korean military annually 
conduct two month-long full-scale war 
rehearsals as a 'show of force' against The 
People's Republic of Korea to the north. 
These rehearsals involve hundreds of 
thousands of soldiers and are conducted 
close to the border with North Korea. 

China endorsed a "Freeze for Freeze 
Initiative" where the US would stop these 
war rehearsals, and in exchange North Korea 
would freeze its nuclear program and 
negotiate a peace treaty. North Korea agreed. 
The US did not. 
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In 1948, the military killed eight Jeju 
Islanders protesting elections dividing Korea 
into north and south, so Jeju Island boycotted 
the elections. With US support and approval, 
the new South Korean regime labeled the Jeju 
Islanders communists and employed a 
"scorched earth strategy" of indiscriminate 
rape, execution of 30,000 Jeju Islanders, and 
burning of their villages. A massive U.S. 
naval base was then constructed on this 
ecologically-fragile island. Samsung is 
written in huge letters across the U.S. Naval 
building, and protesters of the base are met 
in court by Samsung attorneys.  

FPT-AWP joins Korean Quakers and peace 
workers in viewing U.S. bases on foreign soil as 
perpetuating a global military dominance. This 
action provokes other militaries, displaces 
communities, breaks down democracy, violates 
human rights and destroys natural ecologies. 
The U.S. has many opportunities to reduce 
tension and promote peace in Korea:  it could 
remove the THAAD missiles (StopTHAAD.org), 

stop full-scale war rehearsals in Korea, and 
close the U.S. military base on Jeju Island. 

Leaders in Korean peace organizations gather 
in AVP workshops introduced to them through 
AVP-Germany. The Koreans have particularly 
appreciated FPT’s guidance on trauma 
resiliency, liberation and discernment.  

Daejeon Friends Meeting organized a talk by 
FPT-AWP Coordinator Nadine Hoover in 2015. 
She noted how incredible it was to have all the 
peace organizations together. They agreed, but 
said it was the first time. It happened because 
she had asked if they were all invited. Creating 
opportunities for quiet diplomacy, whether 
grassroots or governmental, has been a long-
standing gift of Quaker peace work.  

FPT creates opportunities for peace work to 
flourish by supporting Korean peace leaders’ 
participation in international trainings, and by 
enabling Nadine Hoover to facilitate training 
with leaders of many critical social movements, 
including on Jeju Island. □ 

Sculpture This One Earth (하나 되는 지구) in the Republic of Korea reflects the 

sadness of a country torn in two and symbolizes pro-unification sentiments on both 
sides of the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).  

http://StopTHAAD.org
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African Great Lakes 

Initiative (AGLI) 
Countries of focus: 

Burundi 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 

Kenya 

Rwanda 

Uganda 

David Bucura, Coordinator 

bucura@aglifpt.org 

 

Based on the writings of Elie Nahimana, 

Coordinator, Innovations in Peacebuilding-Burundi 

(IPB)—HROC Program, and David Bucura, AGLI 

Coordinator  

Healing and Rebuilding 

our Communities   

(HROC), in Burundi   
Background 

From 1993 to 2005, there was a civil war 
between the Tutsi-led minority government and 
the Hutu-led rebels.  

During the war, several attempts at peace were 
made.  In August of 2000, President Nyerere 
and Nelson Mandela helped facilitate the 
Arusha Agreement for Peace and 
Reconciliation in Burundi.  FPT arrived 
and started HROC-Burundi as part of 
AGLI beginning in 2003, in an effort to 
heal communities from the trauma 
resulting from all the violence. 

When this civil war finally ended, a 
number of peace dialogues were 
conducted between the two groups 
mentioned above. 

In order to promote a peaceful election 
in 2010, HROC-Burundi began work in 
July 2009 to prepare for it, basing their 
work on the HROC methodology. [For 
more about the 2010 Burundian elections, 
see PeaceWays Fall 2009.] 

From that beginning, they expanded and 
developed Peace and Democracy Groups (PDG) 
that brought people together to talk about and 
resolve conflicts. The PDGs and HROC were 
successful in minimizing violent conflict during 
the 2010 elections. But, following the elections, 
HROC and the PDGs did not continue the same 
level of activity. 

Resurgence of HROC-Burundi 

When Elie Nahimana took over the position of 
HROC-Burundi program coordinator in 2015, it 
was during another controversial election 
season. Burundian President Pierre Nkurunziza 
was running for a third term, which is not 
allowed by the constitution, and his candidacy 
roiled the country. This political upheaval 
caused civil organizations and opposition 
political parties to call for peaceful protests in 
the streets to force the president to withdraw his 
candidacy. Government attempts to stop these 
protests resulted in confrontations between the 
police and civilian populations, ending in a 
failed coup d’état in May 2015 which lasted 24 
hours.  After the coup d'état attempt, the 
security situation continued to worsen. 
Eventually, the president secured his third term.   

In response, the HROC program in Burundi 
decided to lead representatives of different 
groups of Burundians through peace dialogues 
and one of the multifaceted programs advocated 
by the Arusha Agreement of 2000, namely the 
"creation of Peace Committees," in order to 
achieve peace and lasting reconciliation. 

An exercise at a peace dialog 

mailto:bucura@aglifpt.org
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Three projects were established and put into 
action: (1) peace activities in Bujumbura, (2) 
Action against Trauma for Vulnerable Youth 
Project (AATVYP), (3) HROC Program in 
schools. During the period 2015-2017, IPB/
HROC trained a total of 4,360 persons. 

 Peace dialogs were organized at both the 
community level and the larger zone level. The 
peace dialogues brought together local elected 
leaders from various political parties to help 
them prepare the ground to improve 
communication between those leaders who 
were divided by the 3rd-term issue for the 
presidency and to seek peaceful conflict 
management instead of violence.   

 According to participants’ testimonies, the 
result of these peace activities initiated by the  
IPB/HROC program is the core of the 
peacefulness that is now enjoyed. The 
contribution of IPB/HROC program to peace in 
Bujumbura is confirmed by a case study 
conducted by Joseph Nindorera, a private 
consultant, in March 2017 in two targeted zones 
of Bujumbura. One finding was that the 
participants in the peace dialogs came to 
understand that their political affiliation should 
not be a source of conflict because being of a 
political ideology is similar to having different 
religious beliefs. This was cited by many 
participants during the peace dialogues and 
repeated in the case study. 

Complementary to the peace 
dialogues, the programs in 
schools produced a positive 
change among students. The 
case study reported that the 
peace dialogues improved their 
consciousness of their own role 
and ways to contribute to safer 
communities. HROC seminars 
were conducted in 27 
secondary schools with more 
than 2,000 pupils who had 
participated in demonstrations 
protesting the president’s third 
term. This program assisted 
them to continue their studies 
peacefully and sit for the 
scheduled national tests.  

At an HROC workshop in Burundi 

An HROC program in schools also assisted a 
number of primary school teachers to 
overcome their own trauma so they were able 
to teach children without causing them harm 
or using violence.  

Peace and Democracy Groups are cited as 
having played a key role in the improvement 
of security and intergroup relations in 
different areas of Bujumbura. They are 
recognized as having established connections 
among all participants involved in the conflict 
to call for nonviolent conflict management that 
avoids loss of life and assets. 

Besides the positive community-level results 
of IPB’s efforts, participants related dramatic 
accounts of personal experiences.  A woman 
member of the ruling party in Nyakabiga gave 
the following account: 

I was forced to leave my home when I was 
threatened by my neighbors after I witnessed 
protestors burning a young man accused of being 
an Imbonerakure [youth militia affiliated with the 
ruling political party] during the protest 
movements in Nyakabiga. I decided to leave for a 
short time and, when I was invited in the training 
by HROC together with my aggressors, I learned 
much on the consequences of trauma and learned 
how to be aware of my personality. This workshop 
made me change and I [made peace with] my 
aggressors. Today we are friends. □ 
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By Madame Parfaite Ntahuba, Friends Women’s 

Association (FWA) Coordinator 

Caring for People with 

HIV,  

Burundi 
The sunrise of hope for women in the poorest 

slum in Bujumbura. 

Burundi is a landlocked independent state 
bordered by Rwanda, Tanzania and Congo. The 
capital city is Bujumbura. Burundi has been 
devastated by many years of civil conflict and 
wars following its independence in 1962. 
Burundi is one of the poorest countries in the 
world. According to the World Bank, nearly 65% 
of the population were living below the poverty 
line at the end of 2016. The breakdown of 
economic, social, and cultural structures, from 
the last and intensive 12-year civil conflict in 
Burundi led specifically to a deterioration of the 
condition of women.  

The worst example is Kamenge, a slum in 
Bujumbura, where consequences of past 
conflicts are startlingly visible today. In 2002, 
women from the Evangelical Friends Church in 
Burundi were touched by how the people of 
Kamenge face many interconnected challenges. 
Thus, the beginning of Friends Women’s 
Association (FWA), an organization that helps 
women rebuild their lives and care for each 
other. 

With courage, compassion, and persistence, 
FWA set out to understand the unique 
challenges faced by women in the community.  
The negative conditions they identified are:  
poverty, prevalence of HIV/AIDS, rampant 
sexual violence, and spreading of post-conflict 
trauma.  

FWA’s mission is to provide comprehensive 
community-based health care, promote 
women’s leadership and autonomy and to 
strengthen peace and solidarity in a specific 
community, first in Kamenge and then in other 
communities throughout Burundi.  

FWA Caring for HIV-Positive People 

When FWA started in 2002, the target group 
was people infected with HIV/AIDS— 
especially women. The journey was long; after 11 
years exactly, on 6 September 2013, FWA was 
accredited by the Ministry of Health to dispense 
antiretroviral (ARV) treatment. One of the main 
challenges to providing HIV services was that 
FWA did not have a Complete Blood Count 
(CBC) machine, which establishes whether the 
body can handle the side effects from the ARV 
drugs. Initially, FWA was able to send patients 
to another non-profit, which had a CBC 
machine, for the tests.  But that was expensive 
and limited the number of patients that FWA 
could serve. At the end of December 2014, FWA 
had only eight patients under ARV medication. 
Later, with the help of donors, the FWA clinic, 
“Ntaseka,” purchased its own CBC machine. 
Since July 2015, 185 HIV-positive people have 
been followed at Ntaseka Clinic. □ 

Orga Bakanibona with her child. Orga was the first 
patient to receive ARV treatment at Ntaseka Clinic. 
“I came here at Ntaseka Clinic with 35kg. Now I am 
45kg weight. I was about to die, but God has used 
FWA to bring back my life,” said Bakanibona after 

six months under antiretroviral treatment. 
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By David Bucura, AGLI coordinator 

Lasting Effects and 

Recovery from 

Genocide,  

Rwanda 

April 6, 1994, a plane carrying Rwanda’s 
president Habyarimana and Burundi’s president 
Cyprien Ntaryamira was shot down over Kigali, 
leaving no survivors. Habyaraimana was a Hutu 
who had been in power for over 20 years.  
Within an hour of the plane crash, the 
Presidential Guard together with members of 
the Rwandan armed forces (FAR) and Hutu 
militia groups known as the Interahamwe 
(“Those Who Attack Together”) and 
Impuzamugambi (“Those Who Have the Same 
Goal”) set up roadblocks and barricades and 
began slaughtering Tutsis and moderate Hutus. 
Among the first victims of the genocide were the 
moderate Hutu Prime Minister Agathe 
Uwilingiyimana and her 10 Belgian bodyguards, 
killed on April 7. The mass killings in Rwanda 
quickly spread from Kigali to the rest of the 
country, with over 800,000 people slaughtered 
over the next three months.  

In October 1994, the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), located in 
Tanzania, was established as an extension of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia at The Hague. That was the first 
international tribunal since the Nuremburg 
Trials of 1945-46 and the first with the mandate 
to prosecute the crime of genocide. In 1995, the 
ICTR began indicting and trying a number of 
higher-ranking people for their role in the 
Rwandan genocide; the process was made more 
difficult because the whereabouts of many 
suspects were unknown. The trials continued 
over the next decade and a half, including the 
2008 conviction of three former senior Rwandan 
defense and military officials for organizing the 
genocide. 

The Rwandan government decided to employ 
the Gacaca system to try lower-level 
génocidaires, those who had killed or stolen but 
did not organize massacres. Gacaca is a 

traditional adjudication mechanism at the 
umudugudu (village) level, whereby members of 
the community elect elders to serve as judges, 
and the entire community is present for the case. 
Judges accord sentences, which vary widely, 
from returning to prison to paying back the cost 
of goods stolen to working in the fields of 
families of victims. AGLI provided HROC 
training for over 2000 Gacaca judges, thus vastly 
improving the fairness of the trials. 

The genocide still affects most of the 
population and national life, including 
educational systems. FPT AGLI has been in 
Rwanda since 2001.  Its programs have included 
AVP, Mediation, Transformative Mediation, 
conflict resolution, work camps, Extended 
Services Volunteers, HROC, scholarships for 
secondary students, Children’s Peace Libraries 
and peer mediation for primary school students. 
□ 

International Training for 

Healing and Rebuilding Our 

Communities (HROC) 

Healing and Rebuilding Our Community 
Center in Rwanda will conduct two three-week 
seminars in 2018, to train facilitators in the 
HROC program for psycho-social healing of 
individuals and society after deadly conflict. 
Dates: Eleventh Session February 4 to 24, 2018; 
Twelfth  Session July 8 to 28, 2018. 

Location: HROC Center, Musanze, Rwanda 

Objective: Each workshop will bring together 
up to twenty participants from countries 
throughout the world for professional training  
to become facilitators of the HROC program. 
By the end of the HROC training, the 
participant will be able to  co-facilitate a three-
day basic HROC workshop. 

Deadline for registration: January 10, 2018 or 
June 1, 2018 or until full. 

For further information and registration form 
contact: David Bucura,   
E-mail: bucura@aglifpt.org Phone: Rwanda: 
+250 788517647; USA: +502 -388-9399 

mailto:bucura@aglifpt.org
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 By Renae Stucky, MCC volunteer, and 

Muhawenimana Francine, Kigali Librarian and 

Coordinator of the Children's Peace Libraries 

Promoting a Culture of 

Reading and Peace,  

Rwanda 

Every morning at half past ten, a group of 
about thirty children stream into the quaint and 
colorful room that is the Kigali Children’s Peace 
Library (KCPL) to spend their recess time 
reading. The students eagerly claim a white 
plastic chair before they are left standing. Once 
the chairs are filled, the room gets quiet as the 
boys and girls become absorbed in their books 
about language, science, social studies, and 
fictional stories of children just like them.  

Francine says, “I am so happy to see that 
they have a spirit to come to the library 
and begin to know the gifts we have here. 
Today a child takes a book to look at the 
pictures, tomorrow he will try a few 
words, and soon he will know to love 
reading. In my time [in Rwanda] we 
didn’t know about libraries but now this 
generation does. It’s good.”  

Her fellow volunteer Renae Stucky 
agrees, “There is nothing as sweet as 
watching children devour the written 
word.” 

The increased interest in reading among 
school children feels like a success to the 
staff of the Children’s Peace Libraries of 
Rwanda and its parent organization the 
Transformational Leadership Center 
(TLC). The KCPL was founded in 2009 in 
an effort to improve the culture of reading in 
Rwanda.  It started with one shelf full of books 
in a tiny room in the Kicukiro District of 
Rwanda’s capital city. TLC, AGLI, and the 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) joined 
forces to help the grass roots initiative grow. 

The initiative has grown from one shelf, to a 
whole book room, to five full branches located 
throughout Rwanda. One is found in the capital 
city of Kigali, another north in the Gicumbi 
district, and three in the west including 

Kanzenze, Rubavu Town, and Musanze 
locations.   

In the main branch, KCPL serves between 80 
and 100 children per week.  The majority of the 
students who visit the Kigali library are from 
George Fox Primary School of Kagarama next 
door. During school breaks, while many 
students choose to play or chat with their 
friends, others come to the library to read.   

The library also provides programming to 
further encourage the culture of reading among 
their young patrons. In Kigali, the librarians 
hold book report competitions. Each student 
who signs up for the competition is required to 
read a book and give an oral report, in English, 
about the book. The students are judged on 
presentation, articulation, and accuracy. The 
prizes often come in the form of much-needed 

school supplies such as notebooks, pens, and 
rulers. 

Besides encouraging children to read, 
Children’s Peace Libraries provide peace 
education to patrons of all ages. Francine 
organizes debates between children on topics 
that often deal with the issue of peace in their 
communities, nation, and world.  These debates 
require students to use their critical thinking 
skills and give issues of peace serious 
consideration. 

These boys enjoy reading at the Kigali Children’s Peace 
Library 
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One of the most important elements of the 
training is to educate young people about 
conflict and its many causes. This is a priority 
for the facilitators at the library because they 
believe that once children have this 
understanding of conflict that future generations 
will be capable of finding peaceful solutions to 
the issues which arise among individuals, 
organizations, interest groups, and nations.  

Perhaps the most important example of peace 
education is the peer mediation trainings 
offered. Peer mediation training helps children 
learn about conflict, its varied causes, and how 
to solve it peacefully without adult intervention. 
Trainees learn how to help other children in 
their peer group solve conflicts.  

“As you know, here in Rwanda we have a 
history of genocide,” says Francine, referencing 
the one hundred days of violence and civil war 
that occurred in Rwanda in the spring of 1994. 
“We need to create a new kind of generation…
We know the children of today will become the 
moms, dads, leaders, mayors, ministers, and 
presidents, so it is important they know of peace 
now when they are young, which can help them 
build peace into everything they do.”  

Francine says that the success is real and it 
further encourages TLC and its partners to 
continue the work. “For TLC it’s important 
because even in the last year we have trained 
people in the community, and I know very well 
the people are good leaders today.”  

Local educators see the benefits as well. 
Schools whose students have received this 
training see a significant decrease in conflict. 
Teachers and headmasters have expressed their 
support for the libraries’ programs and many 
have asked facilitators to provide additional 
trainings in their schools. 

Last year the library trained over 350 students 
in peer mediation. The librarians hope to train 
over 600 students in 2017. “We need to increase 
the number because when the number becomes 
big it will reduce the conflict in school. Then we 
will have many children who can help others 
who have a conflict.”  

Despite a busy schedule and low funding, 
Francine and her fellow volunteers are currently 
working on other projects to continue to 
develop the culture of reading and the culture 
of peace by reaching out to both children and 

adults in Kagarama and 
neighboring villages.   

The Kigali Children’s Peace 
Library has developed into a 
true community resource. 
Socially conscious programming 
has already produced results. 
The volunteer library staff is 
passionate about the nation and 
its young people. They work at 
the libraries for the children, for 
Rwanda, and because they 
believe libraries are excellent 
spaces for this special work.  

To learn more please visit the 
website www.tlcrwanda.org or 
visit the Children’s Peace 
Libraries of Rwanda Facebook 
page.  □ 

Peer mediation training at the Kigali Children’s Peace Library.   

http://www.tlcrwanda.org
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By David Bucura, AGLI Coordinator 

Peacework Needed, 

Democratic Republic of 

the Congo (DRC) 

Current Situation 

DRC is a dangerous and difficult place to do 
peace work. In the last two years there has been 
violence from multiple sources in different parts 
of the country.  

Political violence intensified in 2016 when, 
despite widespread opposition and 
international condemnation, President Joseph 
Kabila clung to power beyond his 
constitutionally mandated two-term limit, 
which ended in December. Government 
officials and security forces stalled plans to 
organize elections, systematically silencing, 
repressing, and intimidating the growing 
coalition of voices calling for credible, timely 
elections. 

Participants at talks mediated by the Catholic 
Church concluded an agreement on New Year’s 
Eve of 2016. The deal, signed by representatives 
of Kabila’s ruling coalition, the political 
opposition, and civil society, includes a 
commitment that presidential elections will be 
held before the end of 2017 and that Kabila will 
not seek a third term. However, there is no 
detailed calendar or plan for implementing the 
deal.  

In eastern Congo, the security situation 
remains volatile during this year as numerous 
armed groups, and in some cases government 
security forces, viciously attack civilians. In 
North Kivu, unidentified fighters continued to 
commit large-scale attacks on civilians in 2016. 
There are credible reports that elements of the 
Congolese army were involved in the planning 
and execution of some of these. 

Across the country, violence among civilians 
in various communities has increased as 
fighters from three armed groups carried out 
ethnically based attacks, killing at least 170 
people and burning at least 2,200 homes.  

Kidnappings of Congolese civilians and 
humanitarian aid workers continue to affect 
eastern Congo. Kidnappings for ransom during 
2015 and 2016 included more than 20 aid 
workers among the victims.   

Reference :  Human Rights  Watch 
www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-
chapters/democratic-republic-congo). 

 Working for Peace in the DRC 

DRC is in crisis and needs the attention of 
peacebuilders and peace organizations to 
contribute to durable peace. 

AGLI has worked and continues to work in 
DRC.  In August of this year, volunteer Kathy 
Railsback of Boisie, ID was scheduled to work in 
south DRC, but did not, due to the presence of 
armed groups in the area. In October 2017, 
Anne Hutchinson, AGLI publicist and 
fundraiser, and I met with two people from 
DRC-North to discuss how AGLI could 
continue to help in the current situation.  

In 2016, Congolese peacemakers from DRC- 
South participated in AVP/HROC training in 
Bujumbura, Burundi and assisted other AVP 
trainers there with workshop facilitation. In July 
2017, AGLI held a three-week-long HROC 
International Training in Rwanda. AGLI 
sponsored two attendees from Kivu and South 
Kivu, DRC. The Canadian Friends Service 
Committee (CFSC) paid for two HROC 
facilitators from the capital city of Kinshasa to 
attend so they can begin offering trauma 
healing workshops in Kinshasa and the Kasai 
area.  The Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 
sponsored three people from south Kivu 
province. 

The HROC-DRC team trained by AGLI some 
years ago has led many AVP, HROC, and 
mediation workshops and can continue to lead 
workshops, but needs funds. Once AGLI has 
more funds we will continue to support AVP, 
Mediation and HROC in the DRC. □ 

http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/democratic-republic-congo
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/democratic-republic-congo
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By Getry Agizah, volunteer Interim Director, 

Transforming Communities for Social Change 

(TCSC) 

Preparing for Elections 

in Kenya 

Greetings and we wish all well. This is an 
overview update of the election process to date. 
This year has been big in hope and expectations, 
with deep fear and tension as the country was 
moving toward its general elections in August. 
With the campaigns coming to an end, a team of 
volunteers met on August 7th to prepare for the 
election observation process. As observers, we 
thought that if the elections would be free and 
fair, then the country would accept the result 
and move forward. A peaceful country is what 
we want, and before the election many people 
sent messages of love and peace on social 
media. Kenya stood together hoping for a 
peaceful election and transfer of power, if it 
should occur.  

7th August 2017 

TCSC meetings started with deep discussion 
and updates from our various locations. A team 
of over 18 people were connected by a 
determination to learn from what happened in 
2008, so that the violence would not repeat in 
this election. We had friends from the Quaker 
church and other denominations.  The areas that 
were represented included all the polling 
centers on Mt. Elgon, plus ten other areas of 
Kenya. The Mt. Elgon region was represented 
by Erastus Chesondi who was to brief a team of 
14 more observers from various parts of the 
region. 

 We all agreed that for this year’s election we 
need to observe in two ways: by being available 
at the polling station and by monitoring what 
was happening outside the 400m boundary of 
the polling stations.  These directives were given 
to us by the Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission (IEBC). Various aspects 
of the IEBC election rules were explained and 
discussed. After the briefing, we talked about 
the scenarios where we, as observers, could 
intervene. Finally, T-Shirts were given out so 
that we could identify each other, the report 

Erastus Chesondi, coordinator of TCSC, on left, 
with Christine Olukhanda, a TCSC workshop 

facilitator 

forms were filled out, and friends went their 
different ways. 

Election Day,  

Wednesday  16th August  

As a nation there was calmness in most towns, 
yet we also felt tension as we waited to see what 
would happen. At midday, the opposition 
presidential candidate gave his briefing and said 
they had gathered enough information and 
were now ready for the courts (meaning that the 
election would be contested in court).  Within 
days, the August election was nullified by the 
Kenya court and a repeat election was 
scheduled for October 26. TCSC continued 
preparing people for a nonviolent election and a 
unification of Kenya for peace. 

(Editors note: It is impossible to write a 
conclusion to this article as this PeaceWays issue 
goes to press.  The repeat election has not taken 
place yet. There are reports and threats of 
violence.  

TCSC reported in July that Robert Juma, a 
great supporter of peacemaking in the Mt. Elgon 
region, was murdered along with two others 
after he announced his support for one of the 
candidates. There have been reprisals for those 
killings. TCSC leaders and facilitators have been 
trying to prevent more violence there as well as 
prepare for the repeat election nationwide.) □ 
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to “Friends Peace Teams” and mailed to 1001 Park Ave., St. Louis, MO 63104-3720 USA. Checks may 
be designated for the initiatives in the memo line. Donations can be made online at 
www.friendspeaceteams.org. Donations to the Asia West Pacific Initiative may also be made in Aus-
tralia; see the AWP website, www.fpt-awp.org. 

Right: In Colombia, during a 
workshop in a Nasa 

Indigenous community, in a 
zone designated by the peace 

accords as an area of 
disarmament and 

reintegration; see story p. 5 

Left: In Guatemala, National 
Civil Police officers receive 
AVP training; see story, p. 5 
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